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                                Event Captain:  Paulette Jennings    phone 865-458-9699
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  Are  the grandkids coming for a visit? Or maybe some friends with children are stopping buy for the weekend?
Kids love the water and enjoy going out on the boat, but do you have sufficient Personal Flotation Defices (PDFs)
onboard your vessel?

Tennessee law requires that all vessels have at least one Coast Guard approved PDF of the appropriate size for each
person onboard. All Coast Guard PFDs are clearly marked and include a notation of the weight range(and
usually the chest size) that they are designed to support.

It's the captain's responsibility to ensure that everyone on board the vessel has a PDF that:  "fits", is in good working 
order, and is readily accessible. Futhermore, all children 12 years of age and younger are requir ed to wear a Coast 
Guard approved PFD while on the open deck of a recr eational boat except when anchored, moored, or agro und. 

Most of us carry a compliment of various sizes of adult PFDs on our boats and that works just fine most of the time. But in
most instances, adult PFDs are not appropriate for children. Like adults, children must have a PFD that is sized to match
 the child's weight.

That's where the TCC PDF Loaner Program comes in. Several TCC members have assembled an inventory of children's, 
and some adult PDFs, that are available for short term use by anyone boating on Tellico Lake. To acquire one of the
 PDFs, simply call one of the following TCC members to arrange to pick up:
                                                                 P/C Dan Diggs    458-2708
                                                                 P/C Bob Bray      408-9229
It's just that simple. All we ask is that you return the PDFs promptly and in good condition, so they can be made available
to others.
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